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The Use of the Name
Acts 19:8-20, Sunday AM, October 9, 2022

Prelude –

Scripture: Acts 19:1–20 It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples.
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He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you

believed?” And they said to him, “No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” And they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who
was coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying. 7 There were in all about twelve men.
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And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. 9 But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the people, he withdrew from them and took away
the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. 10 This took place for two years, so that all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. 11 God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that handkerchiefs or aprons were even
carried from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out. 13 But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, attempted to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, “I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul
preaches.” 14 Seven sons of one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 And the evil spirit answered and said to them, “I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?” 16 And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on them and subdued all of them and
overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 This became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who lived in Ephesus; and fear fell upon them all and the name of the Lord Jesus was being magnified. 18 Many also of those who had believed kept coming,
confessing and disclosing their practices. 19 And many of those who practiced magic brought their books together and began burning them in the sight of everyone; and they counted up the price of them and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord was growing
mightily and prevailing.

Paul continues on what is known as his 3rd missionary journey and is now once again at Ephesus. Remember, he had been there
on his 2nd missionary journey together with Priscilla and Aquila after being forced to leave Corinth, the place he met and worked
with Priscilla and Aquila, discipling and preaching for some 18 months. Ephesus found those in the synagogue asking Paul to
continue to speak and reason with them, but he did not stay, saying he would return if the Lord willed. Priscilla and Aquila stayed
in Ephesus and were used to disciple a gifted Apollos. Now, Apollos is in Corinth and Paul is once again in Ephesus, instructing
the followers of Christ about the kingdom of God. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? No, we have not even heard there
is a Holy Spirit. He explains the Holy Spirit and the new role of baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus. They were baptized, and
the Holy Spirit came on them. Why did they listen to Paul? Because they didn’t merely hear Paul, but instead valued both the
Word of God and trusted God’s means of reconciliation and living. They were disciples—followers, and right at the heart of all
this correction and direction was Jesus. The name of Jesus caused all the trouble, but if you took Jesus out of the discussion, you
would lose all that made the “drama” worthwhile—all that came from a relationship with God. Sing this hymn whereby many
like you/me showed how much they valued Jesus’ name.
*Hymn #105 (Red): That Beautiful Name
What did it look like to lift up the name of Jesus? For Paul, it meant coming to the synagogue and purposely speaking, not only
about God, but about how Jesus was the pinnacle of God’s care for us, the validation of God’s promises of a Messiah. This was
bold, as most regarded Jesus as a fraud, and therefore it dishonored God and discredited Paul to speak in Jesus’ name. It was not
all one-sided. Based on their responses, he reasoned and persuaded them about kingdom of God. Success for all his efforts? Yes,
but others were hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the people, forcing Paul to leave the synagogue and
teach somewhere else. Well as long as the good results are better than the bad, I guess it was worth it. Really? Are we allowed to
say that? If so, we determine good/worth. The good is God Himself. Fellowship with Him is what brings true contentment and
joy, and the privilege of serving Him is our purpose in life whether we seem to have a large or small role, great or small results.
*Hymn (Powerpoint): Little is Much When God is In It
*Pastoral Prayer: Pastor Jahn Choir: This Could Be the Day
Scripture: John 20:19–31 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” And when
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He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 “If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained.” 24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples were saying to him, “We
have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors
having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 Thomas answered and said to Him, “My
Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.” 30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

Offering: *Doxology:
They heard, those who wanted to hear. Questions were answered, and they saw the gospel of Jesus lived out for two years.
Miracles validated the word of the Lord through the apostles. He was the One who said, “Peace be with you; as the Father has
sent Me, I also send you.” They were to speak of what they had seen and heard during Jesus’ time on earth and how it fit with
God’s redemptive care for His people since before the foundation of the world. And what should be our response when we
believe the gospel? We too must leave our nets and follow, and as the choir sang, look for His return, because fellowship with
God through Jesus, not just being “right” is the reality of the Holy Spirit’s presence in a believer’s life. Follow Him!
*Hymn #470: Footsteps of Jesus
Yay! Jesus wins. I’m on His side. I’ll do miracles in Jesus’ name. Well, how do you respond to what happens with the seven
sons of Sceva? Do you snicker because it’s funny, scoff because they deserved it and were causing trouble? Our passage says fear
fell upon them all and the name of the Lord Jesus was being magnified. In a day when there is so much godlessness, any faithfulness and zeal
in Jesus’ name is highlighted. But Jesus’ name is not to be used for our own purposes. When you sin, it’s NOT okay, but there is
a way back because your salvation is based on the character of God and the righteousness of Christ. Respond with your words,
your actions, indeed your life showing repentance, worship, and obedience. Lord, you are great! Be magnified in/through my life.
*Hymn (Powerpoint): Be Magnified
Message: The Use of the Name Acts 19:8-20
*Hymn #116: Take the Name of Jesus With You
Prayer

