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For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, 
so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures 
we might have hope. 5 Now may the God who gives perseverance and 
encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another 
according to Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one accord you may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 15:4–6

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 
with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 
descendants, heirs according to promise. 

Galatians 3:27–29 

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who 
are sons of Abraham. 8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify 
the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, 
saying, “ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU.”

Galatians 3:6–8

and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of 
the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the 
father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness 
might be credited to them, 

Romans 4:11
New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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The men of Israel said, “Have you seen this man who is coming up? 
Surely he is coming up to defy Israel. And it will be that the king will 
enrich the man who kills him with great riches and will give him his 
daughter and make his father’s house free in Israel.” 

1 Samuel 17:25 

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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The men of Israel said, “Have you seen this man who is coming up? 
Surely he is coming up to defy Israel. And it will be that the king will 
enrich the man who kills him with great riches and will give him his 
daughter and make his father’s house free in Israel.” 

1 Samuel 17:25 

Then David spoke to the LORD when he saw the angel who was striking 
down the people, and said, “Behold, it is I who have sinned, and it is I 
who have done wrong; but these sheep, what have they done? Please 
let Your hand be against me and against my father’s house.” 

2 Samuel 24:17

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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I. The Call of God v. 1

II. The Promises of God vv. 2-3
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Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 
‘From ancient times your fathers lived beyond the River, namely, Terah, 
the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served other 
gods. 

Joshua 24:2 

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 
‘From ancient times your fathers lived beyond the River, namely, Terah, 
the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served other 
gods. Joshua 24:2

“The God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, 
judge between us.” So Jacob swore by the fear of his father Isaac. 

Genesis 31:53

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 
‘From ancient times your fathers lived beyond the River, namely, Terah, 
the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served other 
gods. Joshua 24:2

“The God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, 
judge between us.” So Jacob swore by the fear of his father Isaac. 

Genesis 31:53

“Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and 
put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in 
Egypt, and serve the LORD. Joshua 24:14

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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A period of decline in those who fear God does not negate those who 
DO fear God. 

Nothing Abraham did was enough to deserve the blessing God offered 
him.  Nothing he lacked kept him from God’s blessing being offered to 
him. 

“Divine oath is like an avalanche of blessing cascading in wave 
after wave on the patriarch and his children yet to come.”

Kenneth Matthews 
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Biblical faith begins with God’s call, is motivated by God’s promise, and 
responds with obedience and worship because of the worthiness of the 
One who called.

I. The Call of God v. 1

II. The Promises of God vv. 2-3

III. The Response of Man vv. 4-5

A. Contemplation

B. Commitment vv. 4-5
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And he said, “Hear me, brethren and fathers! The God of glory 
appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before 
he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘LEAVE YOUR COUNTRY AND YOUR 
RELATIVES, AND COME INTO THE LAND THAT I WILL SHOW YOU.’ 4 “Then 
he left the land of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran. From there, after 
his father died, God had him move to this country in which you are now 
living. 

Acts 7:2–4 

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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And He said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of 
the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it.” 

Genesis 15:7 

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a 
place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went 
out, not knowing where he was going. 

Hebrews 11:8 

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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“Yet it is not to be supposed, that God takes a cruel pleasure in the 
trouble of his servants; but he thus tries all their affections, that he may 
not leave any lurking-places undiscovered in their hearts.  We see many 
persons zealous for a short time, who afterwards become frozen; 
whence is this, but because they build without a foundation? Therefore 
God determined, thoroughly to rouse all the senses of Abram, that he 
might undertake nothing rashly or inconsiderately; lest, repenting soon 
afterwards, he should veer with the wind, and return. Wherefore, if we 
desire to follow God with constancy, it behooves us carefully to 
meditate on all the inconveniences, all the difficulties, all the dangers 
which await us; that not only a hasty zeal may produce fading flowers, 
but that from a deep and well-fixed root of piety, we may bring forth 
fruit in our whole life.”    John Calvin
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“He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; 
and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of 
Me. 38 “And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is 
not worthy of Me. 39 “He who has found his life will lose it, and he 
who has lost his life for My sake will find it. 

Matthew 10:37–39

But Jesus said to him, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”  

Luke 9:62
New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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“He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he 
who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 “And he who 
does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39 “He who 
has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it. 

Matthew 10:37–39

But Jesus said to him, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”  

Luke 9:62

“Either our faith will separate us from the world, or the world will 
separate us from our faith and our God.”

Alexander Maclaren

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.



Roots of Saving Faith  Genesis 12:1-9

Lessons About Faith

1. Biblical Faith Costs because it must endure.

2. Biblical Faith Obeys in the face of unanswered questions

because of the greatness of the One giving the commands.

Seeing is not believing. Seeing is seeing. Believing is being confident 
without seeing. G. Campbell Morgan
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Seeing is not believing. Seeing is seeing. Believing is being confident 
without seeing. G. Campbell Morgan

Then Abraham said to him, “Beware that you do not take my son back 
there! 7 “The LORD, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s 
house and from the land of my birth, and who spoke to me and who 
swore to me, saying, ‘To your descendants I will give this land,’ He will 
send His angel before you, and you will take a wife for my son from 
there. 

Genesis 24:6–7 

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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“For why does not God immediately point out the land, except for the 
purpose of keeping his servant in suspense, that he may the better try 
the truth of his attachment to the word of God? as if he would say, ‘I 
command thee to go forth with closed eyes, and forbid thee to inquire 
whither I am about to lead thee, until, having renounced thy country, 
thou shalt have given thyself wholly to me.’ And this is the true proof of 
obedience, when we are not wise in our own eyes, but commit 
ourselves entirely unto the Lord. Whensoever, therefore, he requires 
anything of us, we must not be so solicitous about success, as to allow 
fear and anxiety to retard our course. For it is better, with closed eyes, to 
follow God as our guide, than, by relying on our own prudence, to 
wander through those circuitous paths which it devises for us.”

John Calvin
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“Christians are people of the ear, not of the eye.  God does not appear 
to be seen but speaks to be heard.  God is always present in words that 
bind.  The community of faith is built around these speech acts.” 

Bruce Waltke
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“Christians are people of the ear, not of the eye.  God does not appear 
to be seen but speaks to be heard.  God is always present in words that 
bind.  The community of faith is built around these speech acts.” 

Bruce Waltke

“Faith is not an instinct. It certainly is not a feeling – feelings don’t help 
much when you’re in the lions’ den or hanging on a wooden Cross. 
Faith is not inferred from the happy way things work. It is an act of will, a 
choice, based on the unbreakable Word of a God who cannot lie, and 
who showed us what love and obedience and sacrifice mean, in the 
person of Jesus Christ.”

Elisabeth Elliot
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Lessons About Faith

1. Biblical Faith Costs because it must endure.

2. Biblical Faith Obeys in the face of unanswered questions

because of the greatness of the One giving the commands.

3. Biblical Faith Looks Ahead for Reward.
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The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by 
faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “ALL 
THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU.”

Galatians 3:8
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The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by 
faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “ALL 
THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU.”

Galatians 3:8

Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He 
does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to 
one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 

Galatians 3:16

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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“I wonder how many believers today realize that faith is not merely 
believing that Christ died for our sins. Faith is also being confident that 
His way is better than sin. His will is more wise. His help is more sure. His 
promises more precious. And His reward more satisfying. Faith begins 
with a backward look at the cross, but it lives with a forward look at the 
promises.”  

John Piper
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I wonder how many believers today realize that faith is not merely believing 
that Christ died for our sins. Faith is also being confident that His way is better 
than sin. His will is more wise. His help is more sure. His promises more precious. 
And His reward more satisfying. Faith begins with a backward look at the 
cross, but it lives with a forward look at the promises  

John Piper 

‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the 
hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name 
written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.’ 

Revelation 2:17 

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.











Bethel
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